1640

First of all, I would like to thank you great-
ly for the wonderful speech that you have
delivered yesterday before the United Na-
tions, and talk about the Palestinian issues
and your vision of two states, and you adopt
this vision. Mr. President, you are the first
American President to adopt the vision of
two states living side by side.

Of course, I've talked with the President
about the situation in the Palestinian Terri-
tories and the difficulties that the Palestinian
people are facing as well as the possible solu-
tion that can get us out of these difficulties.
And I mentioned to the President that more
than 70 percent of the Palestinian popu-
lation, they believe in the two-state solution,
a state of Palestine and a state of Israel living
in peace and security next to each other. That
means that the Palestinian people desire
peace, and there is no power on Earth that
can prevent the Palestinian people from
moving toward the peaceful solution and liv-
ing and coexisting in peace.

Of course, we look forward to activate the
various plans and various resolutions and the
roadmap in order to be in a position to reach,
with our neighbors, the desired objectives.

We always, Mr. President—we look for-
ward to your support and your help and your
aid, because we are in dire need for your
help and support. Mr. President, we will al-
ways be faithful and truthful to peace, and
we will not disappoint you.

President Bush. Thank you, sir. Thank
you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:33 a.m. at the
Waldorf-Astoria Hotel. President Abbas spoke in
Arabic, and his remarks were translated by an in-
terpreter. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of these remarks.

Statement on the Creation of the
United States-China Strategic
Economic Dialogue

September 20, 2006

I am pleased to welcome the creation of
the Strategic Economic Dialogue between
the United States and China. My leading eco-
nomic adviser, Secretary of the Treasury
Henry Paulson, will chair the U.S. side of
the dialog, with support from Allan Hubbard,
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the Director of my National Economic
Council. Deborah Lehr will serve as Sec-
retary Paulson’s special envoy to the dialog.
President Hu and I agree on the importance
of maintaining strong and mutually beneficial
U.S.-China economic relations and on the
need to establish an overarching bilateral
economic framework between our two coun-
tries. The Strategic Economic Dialogue will
help us achieve those objectives.

The economies of the United States and
China have been engines of global growth.
We must ensure that citizens of both coun-
tries benefit equitably from our growing eco-
nomic relationship and that we work together
to address economic challenges and opportu-
nities.

Proclamation 8054—Gold Star
Mother’s Day, 2006

September 20, 2006

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Since America’s founding, every genera-
tion has produced patriots willing to sacrifice
for our great Nation. Many of these proud
sons and daughters have given everything for
our freedom, and America has mourned the
loss of every life. On Gold Star Mother’s Day,
we pay special tribute to the mothers of those
lost while defending our country and extend-
ing the blessings of liberty to others.

Gold Star Mothers have long borne the
hardships of war with dignity and devotion.
Through heartbreaking loss and unimagi-
nable grief, they continue to support each
other through difficult times, stand up for
those wearing the uniform of the United
States, and serve their communities in the
best traditions of the American spirit. Their
strength, compassion, and determination are
an inspiration to all and a source of great
pride for our Nation.

America lives in freedom because of the
sacrifices of America’s finest citizens and of
the mothers who raised them. In the words
of President Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1944,
“There is nothing adequate which anyone in
any place can say to those who are entitled
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to display the gold star in their windows.”
Each year, this observance is an opportunity
to offer our solemn respect to Gold Star
Mothers and renew our ongoing pledge that
America will always remember those who
died while wearing the uniform of the United
States and forever honor their families” sac-
rifice.

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution
115 of June 23, 1936 (49 Stat. 1895 as
amended), has designated the last Sunday in
September as “Gold Star Mother’s Day” and
has authorized and requested the President
to issue a proclamation in its observance. On
this day, we express our deep gratitude to
our Nation’s Gold Star Mothers, and we ask
God’s blessings on them and on their fami-
lies.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim Sunday, September 24,
2006, as Gold Star Mother’s Day. I call upon
all Government officials to display the flag
of the United States over Government build-
ings on this solemn day. I also encourage the
American people to display the flag and hold
appropriate ceremonies as a public expres-
sion of our Nation’s sympathy and respect
for our Gold Star Mothers.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twentieth day of September,
in the year of our Lord two thousand six,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-first.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., September 25, 2006]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on September 26.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives Transmitting
Budget Amendments for the Federal
Coordinator for Gulf Coast
Rebuilding Office

September 20, 2006

Dear Mr. Speaker:

I ask the Congress to consider the en-
closed FY 2007 Budget amendments for the
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Federal Coordinator for Gulf Coast Rebuild-
ing Office in the Department of Homeland
Security. The total discretionary budget au-
thority in my FY 2007 Budget would not be
increased by this request.

The details of this proposal are set forth
in the enclosed letter from the Director of
the Office of Management and Budget.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

Remarks at a Reception for
Congressional Candidate Gus
Bilirakis in Tampa, Florida
September 21, 2006

Gus, thanks. There’s nothing wrong with
a son following in his father’s footsteps, par-
ticularly when you've got such a good son
as Gus Bilirakis. [Laughter] He’s the right
man for the United States Congress, and I
appreciate you all coming to support him.

I've been looking for Brother. [Laughter]
He claims he’s working. [Laughter] But I
know he sends his best. He, like me, recog-
nizes that Gus is the right man to serve you
in the United States Congress. He really is.
He’s a good, decent, honorable, family-ori-
ented man who will represent the interests
of the folks down here. So Jeb sends his best.

But more importantly, so does Laura.
[Laughter] Like me, Gus married well—
[laughter]—and it was my privilege to meet
Eva and the four boys who are here. It’s good
to see you guys. Thanks for coming. Thanks
for helping Dad get elected. He’s going to
need your help putting up those signs. And
he’s going to need the help of a family stand-
ing with him. And that’s why it'’s important
to have people who go to Washington, DC,
who have prioritized their families. And the
Bilirakis is a family-oriented group of folks.
They understand that families are important
for a stable society, and I'm proud to be here
with Gus and all his friends.

Thank you all for coming. It’s not easy to
have a fundraiser this successful; it really
isn’t. And I know how much work it took,
Gus, to convince this many people for com-
ing. It’s a good sign when you’re running for
Congress, Gus, and you get this many people
to stand up and say, “We're willing to help



